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On the Protection of Trade Secret of Plant Breeding Innovation
——Comments on the First Case of the Protection of Trade Secrets
of the Parent lines Tried by the Supreme People’ s Court
Li Judan

Abstract; The case of the parent lines“W68” is the typical first case of the protection of
trade secret of plant breeding innovation tried by the Intellectual Property Court of the SPC, whose
core issue is how to identify the protection of trade secret of breeding innovation. Combined with
the characteristics of the breeding innovation, the court systematically analyzed that how to judge
the technical secrets, confidentiality and reasonable secret — keeping measures, and emphasized
that breeding innovators can flexibly choose the plant variety rights or trade secrets or a combina-
tion of the two to provide an effective protection for their breeding innovation. From this case, we
can see that breeding innovators should strengthen internal management to enhance the ability to
protect commercial secrets, pay attention to the work of leaving traces, support the effective pro-
tection of innovation, and build the diversified protection mechanism of the whole innovation
chain to increase the commercial value of their breeding results and improve the market competi-
tiveness of their products.

Keywords : plant breeding innovation; new plant variety; technical secrets; confidentiality ;

reasonable secret — keeping measures

(FEHHE: X FIF)

.16 -



