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The Query on Mandatory Copyright Filtering Obligation of Short
Video Platform and the Optimization of Its Responsibility Rules
Liu Youhua Li Yangfan

Abstract; In the face of the chaos of copyright infringement in short videos, all circles call
for short video platform copyright filtering obligations and strengthen its responsibility to control
infringement. The main reasons include the application of algorithm recommendation technology
and the progress of platform technical ability and the existence of “value gap”. However, plat-
forms containing algorithm recommendations cannot be uniformly deemed to be deviated from
“technology neutral” , nor can they accurately identify fair use and tortious use through technolo-
gy. And setting up filtering obligations will erode users’ freedom of expression. From the per-
spective of extraterritorial development trends, the United States did not set up filtering obliga-
tions after hearing. In the EU, setting strict filtering obligations has faced constant opposition and
has been rectified by the latest legislation. At present, China should not set filtering obligations
on platforms, but should optimize the existing rules: first, improve the “safe harbor” rule and
apply it flexibly; second, reiterate the “red flag” standard to prevent the abuse of the “safe har-
bor” rule, and detail the “should know” situation of the platform from subjective and objective
aspects; third, explore the copyright licensing and revenue distribution mechanism for long and
short videos to achieve the cooperation and benefit balance of various subjects.

Keywords : short video platform; duty of review; filtering obligation; the “safe harbor” rule
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