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Corporate Social Responsibility in Germany: Concept and Practice
Yang Dake

Abstract; The research on corporate social responsibility (CSR) in domestic academic cir-
cles has moved out of the stage of the concept exploration and entered the construction stage of
implementation mechanism, trying to put forward more operational legal rules and specific imple-
mentation plans in company practice. Since the Stock Law first shaped the prototype of legal
CSR, the German legal circles have followed closely the footsteps of fraternal sciences such as e-
conomics and sociology, and carried out systematic research on CSR. After Sections 289b et seq.
of the Commercial Code established the first bridgehead of CSR concept in German stock law, the
theory and practice focused on the new CSR reporting obligation. Corporate governance structure
is the core element to determine corporate behavior and the organizational guarantee to practice
social responsibility. The corporate interests, as the fundamental basis for determining or adjus-
ting the purpose of the company, is the code of conduct of the corporate authorities. Exploring the
CSR - related obligations undertaken by the Board of Directors/Supervisors has become a neces-
sary task.

Keywords : Corporate Social Responsibility ( CSR) ; new reporting duty; CSR’ s concept

and practice of CSR; the duties of the directors/ supervisory boards
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